69.    LETTER TO RABINDRAMTH TAGORE
THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
November 5 [1918]1
DEAR GURUDEV,
Charlie left the Ashram yesterday and we are the poorer for
his absence. I very much miss his sunny face. You will therefore
understand what I mean when I tell you how deeply grateful I feel
for your having allowed him to pass a few days at the Ashram.
^ I hope you are keeping good health under the heavy strain
which the school work ill Shantiniketan places upOn y0ru
fours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
From a microfilm of the original. Courtesy: National Archives of India
70.    LETTER TO V. S. SRIMVASA SASTRI
November 5, 1918
DEAR MR.  SHASTRIAR,
I thank you for your note and I fully appreciate and under-
stand the spirit that has prompted it. I assure you that I take the
greatest possible care I can of my health. It is no joke for a man
who has rarely been laid up in bed to have more than three
months' experience of it. And if my sickness is still further pro-
longed, it will be due to my ignorance or folly, or both. I cannot
ascribe any relapse to want of skill or attention of medical friends.
They are helpless by reason of what to them are my crankisms.
But they have become part of myself and give me the greatest
comfort and joy even when I am suffering excruciating pain.
Here is an extract about the late Dr. Deva from a letter from
the Rev. F. Z. Hodge of Motihari. He is a missionary of excep-
tional independence and liberal thought, I hope you are keeping
well or rather as well as you can under the strain that exacting
public work imposes upon you.
Tows,
From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy; Narayan Desai
1 During the years 1918 to 1921 it was only in 1918 that Gandhiji was at
the Ashram on November 5.